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By: Syed Ahmad Fathi 


Who inspired you to write? 


After I finished by studies in Russia, I went back to my home country confused. Should I continue 
my studies or start working? I don’t think I understood the world enough to be working in it, so I 
decided to continue my studies, anyway I’m still young at that time, unattached with nothing to 
lose. I began asking question on how to continue with a master’s degree, many friends, seniors, 
cousins all suggested that I continue my master’s degree by coursework. Dumb and determined, I 
enroll for master’s degree by research in a local public university. 


Its a tough life, but I still have a foolish “I can do this” mentality. I remembered writing a research 
paper and submit it for local conference and get rejected. I sat on my office cubicle late night 
depressed and destitute, that is when one of my seniors in my research group came, he saw me and 
knew what I am going through. He was one of the brightest PhD candidate under my supervisor, 
he was a Bangladeshi, his area is in the field of Vortex Induced Vibration, his papers published in 
prestigious journal and managed to land a ticket for him and my supervisor to prestigious industry 
conference in Texas, USA. That night he said to me “Fathi, there is no work that is not important, 
even if you are studying a subject that has been done previously, that is what research about, re- 
search, we search again and again”. 


That advise stuck in my brain like a bee sting stuck in a skin “there is no work that is not 
important’. I then married, and my studies no longer sustainable so I did a right, I dropped them. 
I’ve already wrote half of my thesis by then, so I have to make a decision, to let them rot in my 
computer, or to publish them and let the world decides. Pondering the advice, I sent part of my 
thesis to a German open publisher and they agreed to publish them. So, if you go to Kinokuntya 
online webstore and search for my name you will find my work sold for RM71.35, and for 
RM64.21 if you are a member. Maybe that is my greatest achievement so far, my work listed in 
Kinokunziya. 


What is your genre, target and objective in writing? 


I write mainly my opinion and observation on social issues, politics, economy, education, so 
maybe my genre is general non-fiction. I cling to the advice that no work is not important, so my 
target is to let the world know my opinion and my thought, even if they don’t want to know. 


One of the works that left a significant dent in my thinking is the diary of Anne Frank, not just its 
content, but also the history on how the diary come about. If you read the diary, you will see 
nothing much of intellectual interest or intriguing plot can be found inside it, it is what it 1s, a 
thought jotted down by a young girl named Anne Frank. She talked about her situation, her 
feelings, her anger towards her mother, daily activity, mundane stuff basically, except maybe at 
the end she touched briefly the war raging on outside her hiding attic. But her diary survives the 
test of time, its been printed again and again, still being read as of today. Her diary was published 
by her father Otto, long after she had died in the concentration camp. 
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So, from Anne Frank diary we can understand that what we see as mundane, uninterested, no value 
today, might be an international best-seller tomorrow. Even if your opinion does not matter, 
somebody, someday, might want to read it. Maybe its your grandchildren. So, who knows? But if 
you did not write them, nobody will ever read it because nobody can. 


I remembered a book I read few years back by Ryan Holiday, it was titled Trust Me, I’m Lying. 
The book is about blogging, about how news was generated and produced, how to keep people 
interested in a story. Its a very interesting book. Recently I stumbled upon Ryan Youtube channel 
where he discussed the work of Marcus Aurelius, Meditations. 


One of the often complaint of people reading Meditations is that the advice is repetitive, but 
according to Ryan, this complaint missing the whole point. You see, Meditations were written by 
Marcus not for outside audience but as a reminder for himself. Nevertheless, despite the glory of 
war, epic battles in that age, his reminders remained an important text from that era, regarded as 
one of the most important text of Stoic Philosophy. 


So, my objective in writing is personal reflection, my recorded thought, first for me, then 1f anyone 
is interested, for them. Over time writing has become a habit, compulsion, a way of channeling 
my emotion, therapy, and also in some situation, a provocation. I enjoyed the night I spent 
blogging, if I am not writing for some time, I feel like my brain full of waters as if it is a dam, 
when I write, the water flows like a river, lifting my burden of thought and help me think clear 
again. 


Thank you for reading, or listening. I hope I did not impress you. 
How to get my books? 


I thought this session is non-commercial! Jokes aside, my recent book was planned to be published 
as an e-book, although I am an avid reader of physical books, I thought that I should not stick 
myself to 18-th century and give technology a chance. So you can find my recent book at Amazon, 
Google Play and E-Sentral. My older books can be found at Google Play Store. If you’re interested 
in my unfinished thesis, which I doubt very much, you can purchase them from Kinokuniya. I have 
limited copies of them in paperback if you want physical books, postal charges applied and if you 
asked for my signature I will charge you extra! 


My future plan on writing 


I am currently writing a semi-academic books titled Demokrasisma: Masalah-Masalah Dalam 
Sistem Demokrasi, a novel titled Ahansen Fabrea Budak Gombak (title is not final, and subject to 
change), also I plan to write on my family history and also publish a collection of my articles into 
a book. Please don’t ask when it will be completed, but I hope I can finish them all before I die. 


